Iopentol (Imagopaque 300 and 350) compared with iohexol (Omnipaque 300 and 350) in cerebral and aortic arch angiography. A clinical trial assessing adverse events and diagnostic information.
The safety of the non-ionic contrast medium iopentol (Imagopaque, Nycomed Imaging AS, Oslo, Norway) when used in cerebral angiography and aortic arch angiography, was the focus of this investigation. Overall quality of visualization and changes in heart rate and blood pressure were, however, also assessed. In total, 39 patients were injected with iopentol and 41 patients with the comparative contrast medium, iohexol (Omnipaque, Nycomed Imaging AS, Oslo, Norway). Two patients (5%) in each group reported contrast-related adverse events other than a sensation of heat, while three patients in the iopentol group and four in the iohexol group reported procedure-related adverse events. A sensation of heat was reported by 21 patients (54%) in the iopentol group, and by 20 patients (49%) in the iohexol group. There were no clinically relevant changes in heart rate or blood pressure. The diagnostic information obtained was of sufficient or excellent quality for all patients. Statistical analyses did not indicate any significant difference between the two contrast media. Iopentol was well suited for cerebral and aortic arch angiography, comparable to iohexol regarding safety and efficacy.